
July 9, 1999

Honorable Alfred W. Speer
Clerk of the House of Representatives
State Capitol
Baton Rouge, LA 70804

RE: HOUSE BILL NO. 1471 BY REPRESENTATIVE SHAW

To enact R.S. 13:1000.2 and 1909, relative to the court-appointed special  advocacy program
in certain parishes; to provide that costs assessed in certain criminal matters are transmitted
directly to the sheriff instead of the clerk of court; to specify that such costs are to be used
to support the court-appointed special advocate programs in the district; and to provide for
related matters.

Dear Mr. Speer:

House Bill No. 1471 providing with respect to the court-appointed special advocate program in parishes
with a population of 244,000 to 265,000, would require an assessment of five dollars in all criminal cases
by district and city courts, the proceeds of which would be remitted to support court-appointed special
juvenile court advocacy programs in the district. Following passage of the bill, the various judges of the
district recognized certain difficulties in administering the new provisions and as a result have asked the
author to request that I veto the bill.

Thus, for these reasons and at the request of the author, I have vetoed and am returning House Bill No.
1471 to you.

Sincerely,

M.J. “Mike” Foster, Jr.
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