June 11, 1999

Honorable Alfred W. Speer

Clerk of the House of Representatives
State Capitol

Baton Rouge, LA 70804

RE: HOUSE BILL NO. 44 BY REPRESENTATIVE WINDHORST

To amend and reenact R.S. 49:968 (G), relative to the Administrative Procedure Act; to
provide relative to the procedure for the proposal and adoption of certain rules; andto provide
for related matters.

Dear Mr. Speer:

Presently, under the Louisana Adminigrative Procedure Act if a Sate agency rule is found unacceptable
by alegidative overaght committee and the governor does not disgpprove that action, the agency may not
be able to resubmit even a subgtantidly smilar rule until the next regular legidative sesson. The current
process gives the legidative branch appropriate review and input inthe agency rule-making process while
a the same time maintaining to the executive branch gppropriate ability to discharge its duties.

House Bill No. 44 would extend by an additiond year the period within whichthe agency may be barred
from initiating subgtantidly smilar rulemeaking; thet is, the agency may be required to wait until the next
genera regular session. Increasing the period within which anagency may be unable to discharge itsduties
may well jeopardize state conformity with state or federd law or federd regulationand would require the
governor to more frequently overturnlegidaive oversaght committee actionsto avoid therisk that an agency
will be prevented from discharging its duty under State law.

For thisreason, | am vetoing House Bill No. 44 and returning it to you.

Sincerdly,

M.J. “Mike" Foster, Jr.

jw



