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HLS 10RS-1851 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2010
HOUSE BILL NO. 1246

BY REPRESENTATIVE MCVEA

INSURANCE/HEALTH: Provides relative to contracts with dental providers

AN ACT
Toenact R.S. 22:1157, relative to contracts with dental providers; to provide that no dental
plan may require that a dentist provide dental health care services to a covered
person at aparticul ar fee unlesssuch servicesare covered servicesfor which benefits
are paid under a contract with such dentist; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 22:1157 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

81157. Dental reimbursement or payments

A. Asused in this Section, the following definitions shall apply:

(1) "Covered person” means any subscriber, enrollee, member, or participant

in adental plan, or his dependent, for whom benefits are payable when that person

receives dental health care services rendered or authorized by alicensed dentist.

(2) "Covered service' means any dental health care service rendered or

authorized by alicensed dentist on acovered person for which theinsurer isreguired

to pay benefits to the dentist under a contractual agreement with such dentist.

(3) "Dental plan" means any insurance policy, benefit plan, or dental service

contract providing benefits for dental health care services.

B. No dental plan that isdelivered, renewed, issued for delivery, or otherwise

contracted for in this state may require that a dentist provide dental health care
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services to a covered person at a particular fee unless such services are covered

services for which benefits are paid under a contract with such dentist.

C. Theprovisions of this Section are subject to such contractual limitations

on benefits for covered persons as may apply, including but not limited to

deductibles, waiting periods, or frequency limitations, but not including a dental

provider's total annual maximum for benefits.

Section 2. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto becomelaw without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article 111, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legidlature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed bel ow was prepared by House L egidative Services. It constitutes no part
of thelegidativeinstrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]
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Abstract: Providesthat no dental plan may require that a dentist provide dental health care
services to a covered person at a particular fee unless such services are covered
services for which benefits are paid under a contract with such dentist.

Proposed law providesthat no dental plan that is delivered, renewed, issued for delivery, or
otherwise contracted for in this state may require that a dentist provide dental health care
servicesto acovered person at a particular fee unless such services are covered services for
which benefits are paid under a contract with such dentist. Makes proposed law subject to
such contractual limitations on benefitsfor covered persons as may apply, including but not
limited to deductibles, waiting periods, or frequency limitations, but not including a dental
plan'stotal annual maximum for benefits. Definesterms”dental plan™, "covered person”, and
"covered service'.

Effective upon signature of governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(AddsR.S. 22:1157)
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