
DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part of
the legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute part of
the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

Leger HB No. 254

Abstract:  Authorizes certain individuals to view certain videotaped statements of a protected
person.

Present law authorizes the use of videotaped statements of protected persons.  Defines "protected
person" as a crime witness or victim who is either under the age of 17 or has a developmental
disability.

Present law provides that if a copy of the videotaped statement is provided to the defendant's
attorney, only the defendant and his attorney are permitted to view the tape.

Proposed law changes present law and provides that in addition to the defendant and his attorney,
the following persons, who are involved in preparing the defense of the instant charges, are
authorized to view the videotaped statement:  the attorney's regularly employed staff and any
expert and investigator retained by the defense.

Present law provides that no copies of the videotaped statement shall be made by any person.

Proposed law amends present law and provides that transcripts and copies of the videotaped
statement may be made if they will be used as exhibits for trial.  

Proposed law retains present law and provides that the transcripts and copies of the videotaped
statement shall be securely retained by the defendant's attorney at all times and shall not be given
to or viewed by an unauthorized party.

(Amends R.S. 15:440.5(C))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Administration of Criminal
Justice to the original bill.

1. Amended the list of persons authorized to view the videotaped statement of a
protected person to include only the attorney and his regularly employed staff, the
defendant, and any expert and investigator retained by the defense.


