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Proposed law creates the crime of misappropriation of funds associated with the payment of utility services; prohibits any
person receiving money or payment in accordance with a lease contract or rental agreement to pay utility services to
knowingly fail to apply the money or payment as necessary to satisfy the amount owed for the utility services; assesses a
sentence of imprisonment at hard labor for no more than 10 years, a fine of no more than $100,000, or both for those
convicted; orders those convicted to make full restitution to the victim and any other person who has suffered a financial
loss as a result of the offender’s conduct; makes any property used or intended to be used to commit or facilitate the
commission of misappropriating funds associated with the payment of utility services subject to seizure or forfeiture
proceedings; provides that for indigent offenders, a court shall order a periodic payment plan of restitution consistent with a
person’s financial ability.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in SGF expenditures in the Department of Public Safety &
Corrections-Corrections Services (DPS&C-CS), to the extent that a person is convicted of misappropriation of funds
associated with the payment of utility services. The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation is indeterminable,
since it creates a new crime, and it is not known how many people will be convicted nor the length of the sentences
assessed with those convictions as a result of its potential enactment.

For those convicted, sentenced, and then subsequently housed in a state facility, DPS&C-CS will sustain expenditures of
$107.60 per offender per day. For those convicted, sentenced, and then subsequently housed in a local facility, DPS&C-CS
will sustain expenditures of $26.39 per offender per day. DPS&C-CS advises that impacts on offender populations are
anticipated to impact the number of offenders held in local facilities, and that in managing its offender population, it seeks to
fill all beds in state facilities first, then assigns overflow offenders to local facilities.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in local revenues as a result of convictions of misappropriation of
funds associated with the payment of utility services. The exact fiscal impact of the passage of this legislation on local
revenue is indeterminable, as the fines that would be imposed on those convicted are optional, and the amount in fines that
may be imposed may vary.  The potential revenue will accrue to the local governing authority.
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