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HLS 25RS-663 ORIGINAL

2025 Regular Session
HOUSE BILL NO. 611

BY REPRESENTATIVE HILFERTY

SEWERAGE/N O WATER BD: Provides relative to the Sewerage and Water Board of
New Orleans

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 33:4071, 4073, 4077, 4077.1, 4078, 4091(D), and 4136 and to
repeal R.S. 33:4087, 4088, and 4146, relative to the city of New Orleans; to provide
relative to the Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans; to provide relative to the
membership of the board; to provide relative to the powers and duties of the board;
and to provide for related matters.
Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published
as provided by Article III, Section 13 of the Constitution of
Louisiana.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 33:4071, 4073, 4077, 4077.1, 4078, 4091(D), and 4136 are hereby
amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§4071. Creation and organization of sewerage and water board
A.(1) The public water system, the public sewerage system, and the public

drainage system of the city of New Orleans shall be constructed, controlled,

maintained, and operated by a sewerage and water board to be composed as follows:
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(a) The mayor shall appoint one member.

(b) Each at-large member of the New Orleans city council shall appoint one

member.

(¢) The chair of the Public Works, Sanitation and Environment Committee

of the New Orleans city council shall appoint one member.

(d) The secretary of the Department of Transportation and Development

shall appoint one member.

(e) The State Bond Commission shall appoint one member.

(f) The Board of Liquidation, City Debt shall appoint one member.

(2) The chief resilience officer of the state of Louisiana shall appoint one

member.

(h) The chief administrative officer for the city of New Orleans shall appoint

one member.

(1) The legislative delegations from Orleans Parish shall appoint two

members.
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tteethe-setect oo bt submritsehbistofmomimess directitott
, e 1

3)(2) Each nemmee member shall have experience in either architecture,

environmental quality, finance, accounting, business administration, engineering,
law, public health, urban planning, facilities management, public administration,
science, construction, business management, community or consumer advocacy, or

other pertinent disciplines.
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%4 (3)(a) Formembersappomtedpursuantto-Stubparagraphs(Htcand(d)
of this-Subsectron;the-terms-of offreeshatt-be Members shall serve four years after

initial terms as provided in Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph. A member shall
serve no more than two consecutive terms of office.

(b) Three members shall serve an initial term of one year; three members
shall serve an initial term of two years; three members shall serve an initial term of
three years; and two members shall serve an initial term of four years, as determined

by lot at the first meeting of the board.

, ot bt e fibted it e b thris Sectiond
e oriminal , .

B: B. No person who is a stockholder or bondholder in any sewerage or

waterworks company or who holds any public office yielding emoluments to the
holder other than those specified in this Part shall be eligible for appointment to the

board.
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E: C. A quorum of the board shall adopt rules fixing its own meetings and
procedures. Any amendments or changes to such rules shall be adopted only after
approved by a quorum of the board.

F- D. Notwithstanding any provisions of law to the contrary, the board may
adopt rules and procedures authorizing the adjusting, releasing, or extinguishing of
any indebtedness from a customer's sewerage and water bill. The rule shall limit the
board's compromising authority to appropriate instances in which any of the
following occur:

(1) Instances of error on the part of the district such as equipment failure or
process failure, including instances in which the board generates inaccurate invoices,
and in such instances, only to the extent that the failure increased the customer's
indebtedness.

(2) Instances in which an employee of the board, or a person acting on behalf
of the board, fails to properly read a customer's water meter regardless of whether
the board has submitted an invoice to the customer for an amount owed during any
such period or fails to submit an invoice to the customer for two or more consecutive
months.

(3) Instances of error not on the part of the customer due to unforeseen
damage or an extreme weather-related event or mandatory evacuation, and in such
instances, only to the extent the situation increased the customer's indebtedness.

(4) Instances where the customer is disproportionately impoverished or
needy and qualifies for an adjustment, release, or extinguishment pursuant to an
established social welfare program of the district.

* * *

§4073. Officers of sewerage and water board; compensation of members

Themayor-shaltbeexoffreroprestdentof the-board: The board shall elect

apresident for a term of one year. The board shall elect an executive director, whose

salary and bond shall be fixed by the board. The executive director shall hold office

at the pleasure of the board. The election or removal of the executive director, the
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amount of his salary, and the acceptance of his bond shall be determined by a
majority vote of the entire board at one of its regular monthly meetings. The duties
of the executive director shall be fixed by the board. No member of the board shall
receive any salary or compensation for his services, except actual expenses incurred
in travelling by authority of, or for the benefit of the board. The board shall have
power to elect one of its members president pro tempore who shall act in the absence

or disability of the president.

§4077. Eegaladvisorof-board;spectalcounset Authority of the board to employ

legal counsel

board: The board may employ the services of an attorney and fix his fees or salary.

§4077.1. Agent for service of process

The agent for service of process of any legal papers served on the board shall
be the executive director of the board or the-speectal-counsetappomtedpurswant-to
R-=5-33:4677 legal counsel.
§4078. Expropriation of necessary property; servitudes; restriction on use and

disposition of property

Whenever it becomes necessary to expropriate any property convenient or
necessary for the sewerage, water or drainage systems, the—cityattorney,or-the
speetat legal counsel of the board, on the request of the board, shall institute

expropriation proceedings in the name of the city of New Orleans, and acquire the
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title to the property in the name of the city. The title to all the public works
constructed by the board, and to all the property acquired by the board shall be
vested in the city of New Orleans. The board may expropriate any property in the
parishes of Plaquemines, St. Bernard, Jefferson and St. Charles that it may find
convenient and necessary for the proper execution of the powers granted to it, and
may extend its works in the said parishes for the benefit of the city of New Orleans,
and have jurisdiction and authority in such parishes over the works therein situated.
Should the board exercise the authority to acquire by negotiation or expropriation
property in any of the four parishes aforementioned for the purpose of installing or
constructing intake lines to the Mississippi river, water plants and appurtenances, or
water mains, the water boards or water districts having jurisdiction of the preparation
and distribution of the public water supply in the respective parishes in which said
installation or construction shall be located, shall have the right to purchase from the
board, and the board shall be obligated to sell to them, reasonable amounts of water
passing through the facilities thus created at cost of the water to the board. However,
such sales shall be confined exclusively to said water authorities. Further, should the
board acquire title to property or servitudes in order to install water mains through
any of the aforementioned parishes to the confines of the parish of Orleans, such area
will be available to the respective parish authorities to be used as a public roadway,
provided, said roadway shall not be so used as to cause damage to the installations
of the board. The board may acquire in the name of the city of New Orleans
servitudes necessary in the conduct of its business. The city of New Orleans shall
not sell, exchange, utilize or dispose of any streets wherein are located any of the

facilities and utilities of the board without prior written consent of the board.

% % %
§4091. Reports of board
% % %
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D. The mayororthechrefadmmistrattveoffreer-and-the executive director

shall present each quarterly report to the city council at the next regularly scheduled
city council meeting dedicated to public works.
* * *

§4136. New Orleans; validity of bonds; repealer; severability

A. No proceedings or approvals, not required by the provisions of said
Sections, shall be necessary to the validity of any bonds issued thereunder. Any
provision of the constitution or any law in conflict with the provisions of said
Sections is hereby repealed.

B. Should any provision be declared null and void, such declaration shall not

affect the balance of this amendment.

Section 2. R.S. 33:4087, 4088. and 4146 are hereby repealed in their entirety.

Section 3. The terms of the members of the Sewerage and Water Board of New
Orleans in office on January 12, 2026, shall terminate on that date; however, the members
shall remain in office until the board members take office as provided in this Act. The
members of the Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans shall take office as provided in
this Act and shall serve terms of office as provided in this Act.

Section 4. This Act shall become effective on January 12, 2026.

DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 611 Original 2025 Regular Session Hilferty

Abstract: Relative to the Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans, changes the
membership of the board and provides for its powers and duties.
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Present law provides that the public water system, the public sewerage system, and the
public drainage system of the city of New Orleans shall be constructed, controlled,
maintained, and operated by a sewerage and water board to be composed as follows:

(1) The mayor.

(2) The chair of the Public Works, Sanitation and Environment Committee of the New
Orleans city council or an appointee selected by the council president with a
background in engineering, law, or consumer advocacy selected with the advice and
consent of the city council. Any member appointed by the council president shall
serve at the pleasure of the council president.

3) Two syndicate members of the board of liquidation, city debt, to be appointed by the
mayor on the recommendation of the board of liquidation, city debt.

(4) Seven citizens, to be appointed by the mayor, with the advice and consent of the city
council from a list of nominees submitted by the sewerage and water board selection
committee.

Proposed law changes the composition of the board as follows:

(1) One member appointed by the mayor.

(2) Two members, each appointed by an at-large member of the New Orleans city
council.

3) One member appointed by the chair of the Public Works, Sanitation and
Environment Committee of the New Orleans city council.

4) One member appointed by the secretary of the Dept. of Transportation and
Development.

(%) One member appointed by the State Bond Commission.
(6) One member appointed by the Board of Liquidation, City debt.
(7) One member appointed by the chief resilience officer of the state.

(8) One member appointed by the chief administrative officer for the city of New
Orleans.

9) Two members appointed by the legislative delegations from Orleans Parish.

Present law requires that each citizen member be a registered voter in Orleans Parish and
have a domiciliary of Orleans Parish for two years previous to his appointment.

Proposed law removes present law.

Proposed law provides that the appointments to the board shall reflect the racial and gender
diversity of the population of the city of New Orleans.

Proposed law removes present law.

Present law creates and provides for a selection committee for the purpose of submitting
nominations to the mayor for board appointments. Provides that the committee is composed
as follows:

(1) The president of Dillard University or the president's designee.
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(2) The president of Loyola University or the president's designee.

3) The president of Tulane University or the president's designee.

(4) The president of Xavier University or the president's designee.

(%) The chancellor of Delgado Community College or the chancellor's designee.

(6) The chancellor of University of New Orleans or the chancellor's designee.

(7) The chancellor of Southern University at New Orleans or the chancellor's designee.

(8) The chair of the board of directors of the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce or the
chair's designee.

) The president of the board of directors of the New Orleans Regional Black Chamber
of Commerce or the president's designee.

(10)  The chair of the board of directors of the Urban League of Greater New Orleans or
the chair's designee.

Proposed law removes present law.

Present law provides that if an appointed member is elected to any office or removes his
domicile from Orleans Parish, his membership on the board is vacated and his successor
shall be immediately appointed. Provides that all vacancies occurring in the board
membership under the appointment by the mayor shall be filled in the manner of the original
appointment.

Proposed law removes present law.

Present law requires that a notice of vacancy on the board be published in the official journal
for Orleans Parish and be communicated through any other publication, website, or
electronic medium maintained by the board.

Proposed law removes present law.

Present law requires interested persons who meet the qualifications for board membership
to submit an application to the board confirming their eligibility, professional qualifications,
and experience.

Proposed law removes present law.

Present law requires the nominees from the selection committee to have experience in
certain fields including architecture, environmental quality, finance, accounting, business
administration, engineering, or law.

Proposed law instead requires board members to have experience in either of those fields.
Present law provides that if the mayor is unable to attend a meeting of the board, he may be
represented by a person designated by the mayor who shall be an unclassified member of the

mayor's administration. Provides that the person has all rights and powers granted to the
mayor during the board meeting.

Proposed law removes present law.

Present law provides that the mayor is ex officio president of the board. Proposed law
instead requires the board to elect a president for a term of one year.
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Present law provides that the city attorney shall be the legal advisor of the board. Requires
the city attorney to appoint, with the advice and consent of the board, a special counsel who
shall have charge of and conduct the legal business of the board.

Proposed law removes present law and instead authorizes the board to employ the services
of an attorney and to fix his fees or salary.

Present law provide that the agent for service of process of any legal papers served on the
board shall be the executive director of the board or the special counsel appointed by the city
attorney.

Proposed law removes the special counsel and provides that the board's legal counsel may
also serve as the agent for service of process.

Present law provides that when expropriation is necessary, the city attorney or the special
counsel, on the request of the board, shall institute the expropriation proceedings in the name
of the city of New Orleans.

Proposed law provides instead that the legal counsel shall institute expropriation procedures.

Present law provides that the mayor or the chief administrative officer and the executive
director shall present each quarterly report to the city council at a designated meeting.

Proposed law removes the mayor and the chief administrative officer and instead requires
the executive director to present the report.

Present law provides that the city of New Orleans is relieved of its obligation to make annual
appropriations for the purpose of maintaining and operating its drainage system of the city
of New Orleans and is not required to provide funds for maintaining and operating the
drainage system.

Proposed law repeals present law.

Present law requires that all contracts executed by the board for the construction or repair
of the public systems of sewerage, water and drainage contain a clause stipulating that the
contractor shall give preference in employment to bona fide residents of the city of New
Orleans, both skilled and unskilled. Prohibits the employment of any non-resident laborers,
skilled or unskilled (except confidential clerks, chief superintendents and chief engineers).

Proposed law repeals present law.

Present law authorizes the board to apportion its funds among the water, sewerage, and
drainage systems by a vote of not less than ten members of the board, exclusive of the
mayor. Requires that such apportionment be approved by the mayor in writing. Provides
that in case the members and the mayor cannot agree on any apportionment, the matter must
referred to the city council, which may make the apportionment. Provides that present law
is not applicable in cases of emergency.

Proposed law repeals present law.

Proposed law provides that terms of the members of the board in office on January 12, 2026,
shall terminate on that date; however, the members shall remain in office until the members
take office pursuant to proposed law.

Effective January 12, 2026.

(Amends R.S. 33:4071, 4073, 4077, 4077.1, 4078, 4091(D), and 4136; Repeals R.S.
33:4087, 4088, and 4146)
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