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SLS 25RS-224 ORIGINAL

2025 Regular Session
SENATE BILL NO. 201
BY SENATOR HARRIS

Prefiled pursuant to Article III, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

FUNDS/FUNDING. Provides relative to the Major Events Incentive Program. (7/1/25)

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 51:1260(C)(5) and (6), and (E) and to enact R.S. 51:1260(C)(7),
relative to the Major Events Incentive Fund and the Major Events Incentive Program;
to provide for qualifying major events; to provide for definitions; to provide for
eligibility requirements; to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 51:1260(C)(5) and (6), and (E) are hereby amended and reenacted and
R.S. 51:1260(C)(7) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§1260. Major Events Incentive Fund; Major Events Incentive Program

% % %

C. Asused in this Section, the following terms have the following meanings:

(5) "Qualified major event" means aNatroralFootbatt-eague-Super Bowt;
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bodtes any event that will have a significant positive impact in the state. The term

includes any activities related to or associated with a qualified major event.

(6) "Significant positive impact" means a minimum total economic

impact to the state of twenty-five million dollars, as verified by an economic

impact study provided by the applicant and approved by Louisiana Economic

Development.
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t6) (7) "Site selection organization" means anyof-the-foltowmg:

tHThenmatronat-or-mternatronat the governing body of an organization not
hsted-m—Subparagraphs—(a)ythrough(e)of thts Paragraph; that schedules a

qualified major event as defined in this Subsection.
% % %

E. The secretary of the Louisiana Economic Development is hereby
authorized to enter into a contract with an event producer or host, a local organizing
committee, endorsing parish, endorsing municipality, official tourism commission,
convention and visitors bureau, or official destination marketing organization to
recruit, solicit, acquire, or organize for Louisiana any qualified major event that will

have a significant positive impact in the state if there is a specific appropriation

of monies from the Major Events Incentive Fund for the qualified major event.

The contract shall provide for a financial commitment to the entity.

* * *

Section 2. The provisions of this Act shall become effective on July 1, 2025.
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The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument, were prepared by Senate Legislative Services.
The keyword, summary, and digest do not constitute part of the law or proof
of indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]]

DIGEST
SB 201 Original 2025 Regular Session Harris

Present law creates the Major Events Incentive Program to provide funding for specific
qualifying major events in the state of La. Present law further creates the Major Events
Incentive Fund as a source of funding for the program.

Proposed law retains present law.

Present law defines a "qualified major event" as being from a list of specific events provided
in present law. Proposed law instead redefines a "qualified major event" as any event with
a significant positive impact in the state.

Proposed law defines "significant positive impact" as having an economic impact of at least
$25 million, as verified by an economic study provided by the applicant and approved by
LED.

Present law authorizes the secretary of LED to enter into contracts for qualified events that
have significant positive impact to the state. Proposed law retains present law and requires
the major event to have a specific appropriation from the Major Events Incentive Fund.

Effective July 1, 2025.

(Amends R.S. 51:1260(C)(5) and (6) and (E); adds R.S. 51:1260(C)(7))
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