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Proposed legislation requires public schools to make available a mental health assessment by a licensed behavioral health
provider for all students in grades four through 12, if authorized by a parent or guardian, within the first 90 days of each
school year.

Proposed legislation may result in an increase in local fund expenditures for local school systems to either hire additional
staff licensed to administer mental health assessments or to enter into a contract for professional mental health assessment
services. The Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) provides the average cost for a behavioral health provider ranges
from $50,000 to $80,000. Expenditures will be dependent on the number of fourth through twelfth grade students in a given
system and the number of providers necessary to ensure all students are given the opportunity to engage in a mental health
assessment within the first 90 days of the first semester of each school year. To the extent a school system currently
employs or contracts with the number of providers necessary to meet its specific needs, an increase in expenditures is not
anticipated. However, for school systems that do not currently employ or contract with the appropriately licensed providers,
increased expenditures are expected, though they will vary and are dependent on the needs of each specific system. There
is no anticipated direct material effect on state governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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