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Present law requires a physician that attends a pregnant woman for conditions relating to pregnancy to offer to take a blood
sample to test for HIV and syphilis at her first examination, during her third trimester, and during labor and delivery. Present
law requires a physician to take a blood sample if the woman doesn’t object. Present law provides for when a blood sample
is not required for testing.

Proposed law requires every licensed physician who provides prenatal care to pregnant women to order a blood sample for
testing at the first prenatal care visit, the woman’s first prenatal visit during the third trimester or as soon as possible
thereafter, and at the time of labor and delivery. Proposed law provides that consent is implied unless the woman declines
the testing.

Proposed law may increase expenditures by an indeterminable amount in the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH),
Medicaid program, associated with reimbursement for additional HIV and syphilis tests. Proposed law updates requirements
for HIV and syphilis testing for pregnant women by removing the requirement for a physician to “offer to take a blood
sample” and adding that consent is implied unless the woman declines testing.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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