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Proposed legislation will result in an increase in expenditures, assumed to be SGF in this fiscal note, to ensure the provision
of mental health assessments for all students in grades three through eight at each public school, as authorized by a parent
or legal guardian.

Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) - The bill provides that assessments are to be provided at no cost to a city,
parish, or other local public school board. The Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) provides some school systems may
currently employ licensed behavioral health providers who can conduct assessments upon request, which may offset
increased SGF expenditures that would otherwise be realized using other implementation methods.

Louisiana Department of Health (LDH), Office of Behavioral Health (OBH) - Proposed legislation requires the
Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) to prepare lists for each public school of “licensed behavioral health providers” defined
as either (1) a licensed behavioral health provider approved by LDH to provide behavioral health services and who is
properly credentialed by an accrediting body, or (2) an individual provider who is licensed and authorized to conduct mental
health assessments. Provision of this information can be completed by OBH at no additional cost to the department.

LA Medicaid - It is anticipated that additional assessments will result in additional Medicaid expenditures. For mental health
assessments performed by behavioral health providers, the services will be covered as follows: (1) Medicaid for students
who are covered by Medicaid or determined to be Medicaid eligible; or (2) third-party insurers for students with private
insurance. The bill does not direct how assessments conducted by providers will be funded. To the extent proposed
legislation results in more students receiving mental health assessments, expenditures in Medicaid may be impacted. It is
unknown how many parents will authorize mental health assessments for their children.

Note: LFO has requested additional information from LDH concerning potential costs for this subset of Medicaid eligible
students and will update this fiscal note when such information is received.

Proposed legislation requires public schools to make available a mental health assessment by a licensed behavioral health
provider for all students in grades three through 12, if authorized by a parent or guardian, within the first 90 days of each
school year.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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