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Proposed legislation requires a lobbyist who lobbies for a foreign adversary to disclose additional information concerning the
foreign adversary when registering with the Board of Ethics. Requires the board to include any reports, information, or
registrations filed with the board as a result of proposed legislation. Effective December 1, 2025.

Proposed legislation is anticipated to result in a one-time increase of $100,000 in FY 26 to enter into a personal services
contract for registration form development, database and webpage updates, and updates to an existing electronic filing (e-
filing) system or creation of a new e-filing system. In future FYs, the Ethics Administration estimates $10,000 is needed
annually due to increased information technology and registration system maintenance costs.

The Ethics Administration provides that total FY 26 one-time expenditures will include $50,000 to contract with a vendor for
the creation of a new foreign adversary registration form and to update the agency’s existing searchable webpage to include
publishing the contents of submitted foreign adversary forms. Existing law (R.S. 42:1158) requires the Ethics Administration
to have a system in place that supports electronic filing for all statutorily mandated reports. The Ethics Administration
provides one of the agency’s existing e-filing systems would need to be updated to allow for e-filing of the new foreign
adversary registration form. This is expected to result in an additional one-time cost of $50,000.

While the agency anticipates a marginal increase in workload as a result of increased filings due to proposed legislation, in
the event filings increase significantly in future fiscal years, additional staff may be necessary. Similarly, the LFO can not
estimate future workload increases for this new registration activity; therefore, an increase in expenditures associated with
new FTE positions is not contemplated in this fiscal note.

Proposed legislation implements a fine of not more than $50,000 per offense for any person who violates any of its
provisions. If imposed, these fees and fines will be deposited into the SGF. The annual amount of revenues received as a
result of this provision, if any, are indeterminable.

Note: If the Board of Ethics determines a violation has occurred, charges may be brought against the violator, and a public
hearing is conducted by the Ethics Adjudicatory Board. The purpose of this hearing is to receive evidence relative to the facts
alleged in the charges and to determine whether any violation of any provision of law within the jurisdiction of the board has
taken place. Under current law, if the Ethics Adjudicatory Board determines a violation has occurred, it may assess a fine of
no more than $10,000 (R.S. 42:1153). However, proposed legislation would implement a fine of $50,000.
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