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Office of the State Public Defender/District Defenders
Proposed law will result in an increase of $1.9 M ($1.9 M SGF and $24,000 Local Funds) expenditures in the Office of the State Public
Defender and local district defenders, for additional line defenders, supplemental compensation for existing attorney contracts and
additional staff for the adjustments made to representation at first appearance. The proposed law is projected to have a significant impact
on workload and associated expenditures in district defender offices, as follows:

Representation at First Appearance
Item                                                                                 Quantity Cost
New Line Defenders Required                                               35            $1,896,000
Supplemental Compensation for Existing Attorney Contracts  2            $     24,000
Total                                                                                            $1,920,000

Note: The Office of the State Public Defender reported that of the 35 district defenders who responded regarding the impact of
expenditures to district defender offices, only seven queried responded that their district currently represents defendants at the time of
initial appearance (due to representation at first appearance already being included within their practice with some variation of jail call).
Twenty-four of the 35 respondents reported that their district does not currently represent indigent persons accused of a crime at the
initial appearance (due to operating almost exclusively on a contract system handling a specific scope of work, with contract attorneys that
generally maintain multiple contracts across multiple parishes). Moreover, smaller district defender offices are not staffed for court with
the frequency required in larger districts.

Current law provides for rules governing first appearances, assignment of defense counsel, bail determinations, preliminary examinations,
time restrictions on bills of information and indictment, examinations of witnesses, procedures governing the right to a speedy trial, and
issuance and service of subpoenas. Proposed law provides upon a determination of a defendant’s indigency, the defendant has the right
to have the court appoint counsel to defend him from his initial appearance until the case’s conclusion; provides that if a court determines
that the arrested person is indigent, the court shall appoint qualified counsel to represent him at the preliminary examination; provides
that upon motion of the state or the defendant, the transcript of the preliminary examination shall be promptly provided to the state or
defense counsel; provides that “conclusion of the case” means the entry of a final judgment in the trial court by conviction, acquittal, or
dismissal of all charges and completion of sentencing, if applicable

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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