GREEN SHEET REDIGEST
HB 342 2025 Regular Session Bayham

ELECTIONS/CANDIDATES: Provides relative to qualifying fees and nominating
petitions for certain candidates

DIGEST

Present law (R.S. 18:464(B)) provides for the amount of qualifying fees for candidates in
primary elections. Provides for the following fees for state candidates:

(1)  For governor: $750.

(2) For justice of the supreme court, judge of a court of appeal, and member of the public
service commission: $450.

3) For all other state candidates: $600.
Proposed law provides for the following qualifying fees:

(1) Increases the fee for governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, attorney
general, treasurer, commissioner of agriculture, and commissioner of insurance to
$2,500.

(2) Increases the fee for U.S. senator in Congress to $3,500.
3) Increases the fee for U.S. representative in Congress to $1,500.
Proposed law otherwise retains present law.

Present law (R.S. 18:465(C)) provides for the number of signatures required for a nominating
petition. Provides that the number of qualified voters who must timely sign a nominating
petition for a candidate for an office voted on throughout the state is 5,000. Further provides
that no less than 500 of the signatures shall be from each congressional district into which
the state is divided. Requires 1,000 signatures from within the district for U.S. representative
in Congress.

Proposed law decreases the number of signatures required for a nominating petition for a
candidate for an office voted on throughout the state from 5,000 to 2,500. Further decreases
the number of signatures required from each congressional district from 500 to 250. Further
decreases the number of signatures required for a candidate of U.S. representative in
Congress from 1,000 to 750.

Effective in part when Act No. 1 of the 2024 First Extraordinary Session of the Legislature
of Louisiana becomes effective.

Effective in part upon signature of governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.
(Amends R.S. 18:464(B)(1) and 465(C)(1) and (3)(b))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

The Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on House and
Governmental Affairs to the original bill:

1. Make technical changes.

2. Change the qualifying fee for U.S. senator and representative in Congress from
$2,500 to $3,500.
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The House Floor Amendments to the engrossed bill:

I. Make technical changes.
2. Decrease the proposed law qualifying fee for governor, lieutenant governor,

secretary of state, attorney general, treasurer, commissioner of agriculture, and
commissioner of insurance from $5,000 to $2,500.

3. Decrease the proposed law qualifying fee for U.S. representative in Congress
from $3,500 to $1,500.

4. Decrease the number of required signatures for a nominating petition for U.S.
representative in Congress from 1,000 to 750.

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Senate and Governmental
Affairs to the reengrossed bill

I. Make technical changes.
2. Removes language regarding nomination of persons not affiliated with a political
party.
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