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Present law requires public colleges and universities to be accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC). Proposed law provides that a public college or university may seek a new institutional
or specialized program accreditor, subject to compliance with proposed law. Provides that the Board of Regents, in
coordination with each higher education management board, shall set policy regarding institutional and specialized
accreditation. Proposed law provides that institutions seeking a new accreditor must apply for approval from their higher
education management board. Provides that any new accreditor must promote credential success and workforce outcomes,
educational quality and affordability, and financial stability of the institution, and ensure accountability through rigorous
annual faculty review. Proposed law provides that if a new accreditor is sought, the management board shall coordinate with
the Board of Regents to gain or maintain accreditation and keep the public informed of accreditation progress on the
institution's website.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure. Proposed law
expands the options of accreditors from which a college or university may select when seeking institutional accreditation.
However, the bill does not require a college or university to change accreditors. To the extent a college or university elects
to change accreditors, there will be application fees and consulting fees associated with that transition.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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