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2026 Regular Session

SENATE BILL NO. 248

BY SENATOR MILLER 

VOTERS/VOTING. Provides for consolidation of precincts with fewer than 20 voters.
(8/1/26)

1 AN ACT

2 To amend and reenact the introductory paragraph of R.S. 18:531.1(A) and 531.1(A)(2) and

3 to enact R.S. 18:531.1(A)(3), relative to polling places; to provide that a polling

4 place for a precinct is not required to be opened under certain circumstances; to

5 provide relative to the powers, duties, and authority of registrars of voters relative

6 to polling places; and to provide for related matters.

7 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

8 Section 1. The introductory paragraph of R.S. 18:531.1(A) and 531.1(A)(2) are

9 hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 18:531.1(A)(3) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

10 §531.1. ExceptionExceptions to opening polls; alternative voting locations

11 A. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the polling place for

12 a particular precinct shall not be required to be opened in either of the following

13 circumstances:

14 *          *          *

15 (2) When it is determined by the registrar of voters that there are fewer

16 than twenty voters eligible to vote in the voting district in the precinct, for any

17 office or proposition on the ballot, and there is a polling place where the
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1 remaining eligible voters may vote pursuant to Subsection C of this Section

2 within the same location as the polling place that will not be opened.

3 (3) When it is determined by the registrar of voters after the close of early

4 voting, that all voters eligible to vote in the precinct have voted absentee by mail or

5 during early voting.

6 *          *          *

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument, were prepared by Senate Legislative Services.
The keyword, summary, and digest do not constitute part of the law or proof
or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

DIGEST
SB 248 Engrossed 2026 Regular Session Miller

Present law provides for circumstances when a precinct may be closed during an election.

Proposed law retains present law but adds a situation where if there are less than twenty
eligible voters in the voting district in the precinct for any office or proposition on the ballot
and there is a polling place where the remaining eligible voters may vote pursuant to present
law within the same location as the polling place that will not be opened.

Effective August 1, 2026.

(Amends R.S. 18:531.1(A)(intro para) and 531.1(A)(2); adds R.S. 18:531.1(A)(3))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Senate and
Governmental Affairs to the original bill

1. Changes effective date.
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