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Current law provides for time limitations on the prosecution of noncapital offenses as follows - for felonies necessarily
punishable by imprisonment at hard labor - six years from when the offense is committed; for felonies not necessarily
punishable by imprisonment at hard labor - four years from when the offense is committed; for a misdemeanor punishable
by a fine, imprisonment, or both - two years from when the offense is committed; for a misdemeanor punishable only by a
fine or forfeiture, six months from when the offense is committed. Proposed law provides that the time limitation for the
institution of prosecution of an elected official shall be ten years after the official’s term of office during which the offense
was committed or the official otherwise leaves or vacates the office, whichever is sooner, or ten years after the public
employee’s employment during which the offense was committed terminates, for the following crimes - abuse of office,
bribery of a candidate, bribery of voters, corrupt influencing, malfeasance in office, and public bribery.

District Attorneys and District Courts
Proposed law will likely result in an indeterminable increase in workload in district attorneys’ offices and the district courts,
to the extent that they experience an increase in prosecutions for offenses by public employees or elected officials for abuse
of office, bribery of a candidate, bribery of voters, corrupt influence, malfeasance in office, or public bribery. The proposed
law has the effect of potentially increasing the number of hearings that are scheduled and trials conducted in district courts,
on six specific criminal offenses, and extending the time limits within which those prosecutions can be pursued. The exact
fiscal impact relative to the increase in workload is indeterminable, because it is unknown the number of related hearings
and trials that district courts will conduct on prosecutions for these criminal offenses with the enactment of the proposed
law.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
REVENUE EXPLANATION

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Removes time limitations on the prosecution of certain crimes committed by elected officials while in office or public
employees during their period of public employment. (8/1/26)
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