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The bill may increase expenditures of the St. Martin Parish Assessor’s Office annually for the automobile
expense allowance.  However, overall annual expenditures may be reduced if the Assessor disposes of his
current office vehicle which is provided by the Assessor’s Office.

Based on information obtained from the St. Martin Parish Assessor’s Office, the automobile expense allowance (provided for
in this bill) may increase the Assessor’s expenditures by approximately $23,800 annually ($158,746 x 15%).

The Assessor’s Office currently spends approximately $28,000 annually to provide a vehicle to the Assessor ($15,000 for
purchase costs, $5,500 for fuel, $5,000 for insurance, and $2,500 for maintenance). An official with the Assessor’s Office
indicated that the costs of the vehicle provided to the Assessor will be eliminated as a result of the Assessor receiving the
allowance (and no longer maintaining the office vehicle). This reduction in vehicle expenses could result in overall net savings
for the Assessor’s Office of approximately $4,200 annually ($23,800 automobile expense allowance - $28,000 vehicle cost).

Purpose of Bill: The bill authorizes the Assessor of St. Martin Parish to receive an automobile expense allowance. This
allowance is not to exceed 15% of the Assessor’s annual salary provided the assessor maintains $300,000 of automobile
insurance per accident for bodily injury and $100,000 of automobile insurance per accident for property damage.

This allowance is to be paid from the Assessor’s existing funds with no additional cost to the state or local governing
authority.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. 
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Michael G. Battle
Manager, Advisory Services
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