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Proposed law will potentially result in a SGF cost savings for the Department of Public Safety and Corrections to the degree
certain offenders become eligible and attain a pardon or commutation of sentence in less time than possible under present
law.

The Department of Public Safety and Corrections - Corrections Services (DPSC) reports that this legislation would possibly
result in a cost savings, as it reduces the length of time an applicant serving a life sentence is required to wait before filing
for a pardon or communication of sentence. Proposed law may assist to help lifers to apply and possibly receive pardons or
commutation of sentences earlier than before and may help reduce the prison population. In this instance, the exact fiscal
impact is indeterminable since it is not known how many offenders will be granted pardon or commutation of sentence, even
if eligible, as a result of the proposed changes. However, if an offender is pardoned, a savings of $24.39 per day in a local
facility or $51.90 per day in a state facility will be realized. Currently, DPSC houses 50% of state offenders at the local level
and 50% at the state level. Also, in the event there is a material workload increase for the pardon board, there may be a
need for additional staff.

Proposed law is relative to pardons and time periods in which persons serving a life sentence may apply for a pardon or
commutation of sentence.

Present law provides that persons sentenced to life imprisonment are ineligible to apply to the Board of Pardons for a pardon
or commutation of sentence for 15 years after being sentenced by the trial court. Proposed law amends present law to
provide that a person is ineligible to apply for a pardon or commutation of sentence for 15 years after arrest.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Dual Referral RulesSenate House

13.5.1 >= $100,000 Annual Fiscal Cost {S&H} 6.8(F)(1) >= $100,000 SGF Fiscal Cost {H & S}

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee
                Change {S&H}

6.8(G) >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
                or a Net Fee Decrease {S}


