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DIGEST
SB 556 Original 2018 Regular Session Carter

Proposed law requires every general hospital that provides mastectomy surgery, lymph node
dissection, or a lumpectomy to provide information to the patient concerning the option of
reconstructive surgery following such procedures, including the availability of coverage for
reconstructive surgery, in accordance with the state insurance law and applicable provisions of
federal law. The information shall be provided to the patient in writing and in advance of obtaining
consent to the surgical procedure. Requires that the information include at least the following:

(1) A description of the various reconstructive options and the advantages and disadvantages of
each.

(2) A description of the provisions assuring coverage by public and private insurance plans of
the costs related to reconstructive surgery under federal and state law.

(3) A description of how a patient may access reconstructive care, including the potential of
transferring care to a facility that provides reconstructive care or choosing to pursue
reconstruction after completion of breast cancer surgery and chemo/radiotherapy, if
warranted.

(4) Such other information as may be required by the secretary of health.

Effective August 1, 2018.

(Adds R.S. 40:1103.5)


