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Present law authorizes a local school board to establish a foreign language program in any school and provides for the
process by which a program may be established. Requires BESE to designate a program that meets specified criteria as a
certified program; further requires BESE to include a component in the school and district accountability system for a school
that establishes, maintains or expands a program. Proposed law clarifies that foreign language immersion program means
any type of dual language immersion program. Requires that parents are notified by March 15 as to whether the requisite
number of requests were submitted to establish a program. Further requires notification to all students enrolled in the
school system of the new foreign language immersion program and permits all eligible students to apply for the program.
Requires the school board to consider the location of students applying and make reasonable attempts to place the program
in schools located near the majority of the students who applied. Repeals current law which exempts local school board
from providing transportation to students located outside of the attendance zone they would otherwise attend.

There may be an increase in the expenditures of local school districts due to extending enrollment opportunities and
transportation to all students enrolled in the school system. However, the law continues to provide other criteria that must
be met in order for districts to offer immersion programs, as such any additional costs are indeterminable at this time.

Furthermore, MFP expenditures may increase to the extent new immersion programs are established. The MFP provides a
salary supplement of $21,000 for foreign language teachers and stipend allocations ranging from $4,000 to $6,000 for first,
second and third year teachers. However, the number of foreign language teachers funded through the MFP is capped at
300.

Local school districts may be eligible for additional MFP funding for foreign language teachers of newly established programs,
as long as the existing cap has not been met.
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