The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part of the
legislative instrument, were prepared by James Benton.

DIGEST
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Present law provides for the public belt railroad in the city of New Orleans operated by the city
through the public belt railroad commission. Provides for commission membership and officers,
duties, and responsibilities, and authority to transact business.

Proposed law generally provides for the Port of New Orleans, through a public nonprofit entity
formed and owned by the port, to assume control of the assets and liabilities and to take over the
duties and responsibilities of the railroad commission.

Proposed law ratifies the 2018 assignment, transfer, and delivery by the city of New Orleans through
the railroad commission of certain rights of way, tracks, locomotives, and other assets and liabilities
to a nonprofit corporation formed and owned by the board of commissioners of the port of New
Orleans.

Provisions ratifying the 2018 agreement are effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time
for gubernatorial action.

Other provisions become operative upon the lapse of certain time delays following the effectiveness
of the federal Surface Transportation Board authority or exemption for the transfer of the public belt
railroad system to the New Orleans Public Belt Rail Commission.

(Amends R.S. 33:4530(A), (B), and (C), 4531, and 4532; adds R.S. 33:4530(D), 4534, 4535, 4536,
and 4537; repeals R.S. 33:4533 and Act 297 of the 2011 Regular Session)



