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PURPOSE OF THE BILL:   This constitutional amendment allows levee districts created after January 1, 2006 and the
Orleans Levee District to levy a maximum of 5 mills without voter approval.  The bill also allows those levee districts created
after January 1, 2006 (if the necessity to raise additional funds above 5 mills arises) to increase mills after obtaining
approval by a majority of the electors.

The impact of this bill is dependent upon approval by Louisiana voters at the statewide election to be held on November 3,
2020.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures due to election costs of obtaining
voter approval for the constitutional amendment.  According to the Secretary of State’s Office, they routinely budget
for the costs of constitutional amendments for statewide primary and general elections.  Therefore, this bill would have no
fiscal impact related to the election.

There appears to be no increase in local revenues as a result of this measure as most of the affected Districts
are already levying 5 mills (or more); and the bill only affects the processes by which taxes are levied.

The Levee Districts affected by this bill include St. Mary Levee District; Lafitte Area Independent Levee District;
Iberia Parish Levee Hurricane Protection and Conservation District; and Orleans Levee District.

Iberia Parish Levee Hurricane Protection and Conservation District would be able to levy up to 5 mills without voter
approval (current law requires voter approval).  Assuming that this bill only affects the processes by which
taxes can be approved and levied, there would be no direct fiscal impact as a result of the provisions set forth in this bill.  To
provide information regarding revenue associated with the levying of a five mill tax, we obtained information from the
District.  According to a Board member, levying a 5 mill tax would generate revenue of $3 million annually.

St. Mary Levee District is currently levying 5 mills.

Lafitte Area Independent Levee District is currently levying over 5 mills.

Orleans Levee District: According to the Flood Protection Authority - East, the Orleans Levee District is currently levying
over 5 mills.
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