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PURPOSE:  This measure directs the funds collected for the Orleans Parish Criminal District Court’s Judicial Expense Fund to
the City of New Orleans and the Clerk’s Office of the Criminal District Court.  This bill also removes the $5 assessment per
conviction and guilty plea and the court’s ability to assess fines up to $500 for misdemeanors and up to $2,500 for a felony.
The measure eliminates the Criminal Court Cost Fund and the $100 assessment per conviction or guilty plea. This measure
changes the required fines collected for the Indigent Defender Board and the District Attorney’s office to fines that may be
collected.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on revenues of the Orleans Criminal Court as a result of this
measure.  This bill primarily changes the administrator of funds collected and codifies current practice.
However, the permissive nature of certain fees assessed and collected may reduce revenue of the Orleans
Public Defender’s Office and the Orleans DA (the frequency and amount of any reductions is indeterminable at
this time).
According to a Criminal Court official, revenues will not be affected as this bill only provides that the City of New
Orleans will now manage funds collected by the Criminal Court.  This measure requires a portion of the funds
collected  to be transferred to the Clerk’s office of the Criminal Court, which is estimated to be $72,000/year
based on the fines collected in 2019. The Orleans Criminal District Court will deposit the remaining fines collected
into an escrow fund instead of the Judicial Expense fund for one year before transferring funds to the City of New
Orleans. Presently, the court has approximately $400,000 to be deposited into the escrow fund.  In addition, the
fines eliminated by this bill will not cause a reduction in revenue because the Criminal Court has not been
imposing nor collecting the eliminated fines.

The bill also provides for a permissive nature of fees levied that were once mandatory (i.e., $45 fee remitted to
the District Indigent Defender Fund and a $20 fee to the Orleans DA).  A Criminal Court official estimated that
the permissive nature of these fees should not significantly reduce fees levied and related revenue, as the judges
are likely to continue the levy of these fines.  An official from the Orleans Public Defender’s Office informed us
that the permissive nature of these fees could pertain to assessment and collection from all courts in Orleans
Parish as well as bond forfeitures. According to this official, during 2019, the Orleans Public Defender’s Office
collected fees associated with bond forfeitures and the $45 special court assessments in Orleans District Court,
Traffic Court, and Municipal Court totaling $1,182,577. While some courts will continue to assess the $45 special
court cost in some instances, it is unclear how frequently the cost will be uncollected.
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