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Proposed legislation requires that the TOPS award amounts for students attending Northwest Louisiana Technical Community
College equal the award amount for technical community colleges.

Effective upon governor's signature.

There will be an increase in expenditures for the Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) to pay a higher TOPS award
amount for students at Northwest Technical Community College than what is currently authorized and for rule promulgation
through the Administrative Code. While TOPS is funded with both statutory dedicated funds and state general fund direct,
the LFO assumes increases would be funded with general fund.

Current law establishes the TOPS award amounts to equal the institutional tuition rates charged in the 2016-2017 academic
school year. TOPS award amounts for Northwest Technical College is $2,081 and $3,214 for community colleges. Act 287 of
2019 provided for the expansion of Northwest Technical College’s mission and educational programming and renamed the
school the Northwest Louisiana Technical Community College (NLTCC). As a result, the LCTCS Board approved a tuition rate
increase from $2,202 to $3,335. Proposed legislation would further increase the TOPS award amount for this school to
$3,214, an increase of $1,133. Based on the number of TOPS recipients attending this school for the past five (5) years, the
potential increase to the TOPS program is $87,241; (average number of recipients 77 * $1,133 increase). The increase
could be higher if there is an increase in the number of TOPS recipients attending, or lower to the extent there are fewer
students or they do not attend for the full academic year.

There will be no increase in revenues to the institution. Students are responsible for the difference between actual cost of
attendance and the amount of scholarships and grant awards they receive.

REVENUE EXPLANATION

EXPENDITURE EXPLANATION

Provides that the annual amount of a Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS) award at Northwest Louisiana
Technical Community College shall match the annual award amount at other technical community colleges
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