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DIGEST
SB 39 Engrossed 2020 Second Extraordinary Session Hewitt

Proposed law provides that the legislature may meet and transact business via electronic means
provided that the governor has declared a state of emergency or disaster and the nature of the
emergency or disaster would cause a meeting of the legislature at the state capital to be detrimental
to the health, safety, or welfare of the public.

Proposed law provides that at least 24 hours in advance of a meeting held via electronic means its
notice and agenda must be posted on the legislative website and distributed upon request to members
of the public and media.

Proposed law provides that detailed information regarding public participation be posted on the
legislative website and distributed upon request to members of the public and media.

Proposed law provides that the legislature will provide a mechanism for public comment prior to and
during any meeting held, properly identify and acknowledge all public comments during the meeting,
maintain those comments in its record of the meeting, ensure that each person participating in the
meeting is properly identified, and ensure that all parts of the meeting, excluding any matter
discussed in executive session, are clear and audible to all participants in the meeting including the
public.

Proposed law defines the following terms:

(1) "Meeting via electronic means" shall mean a meeting occurring via teleconference or video
conference.

(2) "Teleconference" shall mean a method of communication which enables persons in different
locations to participate in a meeting and to hear and otherwise communicate with each other.

(3) "Video conference" shall mean a method of communication which enables persons in
different locations to participate in a meeting and to see, hear, and otherwise communicate
with each other.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Adds R.S. 42:17.2)


