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Proposed law provides the board of pharmacy to establish a written statewide protocol for pharmacists to test or screen and
initiate treatment or therapy for certain qualified health conditions. The list of qualified conditions for testing, screening, and
treatment or therapy shall include Influenza, Streptococcal infections, COVID-19, HIV, and any other health condition
approved by the board. Treatment or therapy for HIV may include an HIV Pre-Exposure prophylaxis, also known a PrEP, or
an HIV Post-Exposure Prophylaxis, also known as PEP. Proposed law provides that a pharmacist who tests or screens for
and initiates treatment or therapy for a health condition under this measure may use any test that guides diagnosis or
clinical decision making which the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has determined qualifies for a waiver in
accordance with the federal Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of 1988 or any established screening procedure
that can safely be performed by a pharmacist under the pharmacist’s professional license.

The board of pharmacy anticipates a minimal fiscal impact to develop written protocols for pharmacists for their use in the
testing/screening for certain health conditions as well as their initiation of treatment or therapy for those health conditions.
Costs are associated with board member per diem and travel ($2,000) to meet with various pharmacy practitioners and
medical consultants to develop protocols. The Louisiana Department of Health indicates no anticipated costs associated with
proposed legislation. Note: The LFO has asked the department if a pharmacist providing screening, testing, and initiation of
treatment under this measure would be considered billable services for Medicaid eligibles.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Provides for pharmacists to test or screen and initiate therapy for certain health conditions including COVID-19. (See
CA3s19) (Item #40)
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