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Proposed law adds to present law under R.S. 47:33.40, “Power to conduct hearings” the following: “Hearings conducted pursuant to
provisions of this section shall be conducted in an informal manner, shall not constitute an adjudication nor a trial on the merits, and the
provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure shall not be applicable.” Under the same section of the law, this legislation provides that the
collector may produce a record of the hearing and use the record to make a final determination of tax, penalty, and interest due. Any
record of the hearing produced by the collector shall be used solely for administrative purposes by the collector and shall not be used as a
trial court record in the Board of Tax Appeals or any other court. Under the “jurisdiction of the board” section of the law, the legislation
adds the board shall have original jurisdiction and shall conduct hearings in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 47:1410(A). Proposed
law adds under “the findings of fact, decisions, and opinions, in all cases and matters, including matters from the Local Tax Division”, the
board shall act as a trial court in the finding of facts and issuing of conclusions of law and shall conduct a trial de novo with a full
evidentiary hearing. This legislation states that the provisions of this legislation are procedural and interpretative. Proposed law is effective
upon the signature of the governor.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in expenditures in the Board of Tax Appeals (BTA). The agency
reports reports that there are portions of the bill that are perceived as codifying present law, and there are portions that will
require an increase in hearings for matters that would otherwise be resolved without a full evidentiary hearing (ex. summary
judgment). BTA reports that any workload increase that may result in increased expenditures would be paid from the SGF
for the administrative program, and from increased IAT or SGR for local cases. The magnitude of such impacts are
indeterminable.

Proposed law may result in an indeterminable increase in SGR as the agency anticipates an increase in the number of cases
filed.
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Provides relative to the authority of local collectors to adjudicate local sales and use tax matters and the jurisdiction of the
Board of Tax Appeals
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