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There will be a decrease in statutorily dedicated expenditures from the Louisiana Public Defender Fund for the Louisiana
Public Defender Board (LPDB) of $978,000 as a result of the proposed law. Currently, the Code of Criminal Procedure
requires a sentencing hearing to be held when an offender is to be sentenced to life imprisonment for a conviction of
1st degree murder, where the offender was under the age of 18 at the time of the commission of the offense, to determine
whether the sentence shall be imposed with or without parole eligibility. LDPB contracts with the Louisiana Center for
Children’s Rights (LCCR) to assist district defenders with current cases at this sentencing hearing and spends approximately
$848,000 on the contract with LCCR. LPDB also contracts with the Capital Appeals Project to provide representation for those
persons previously convicted of 1st degree murder, where the offender was under the age of 18 at the time of the
commission of the offense, and sentenced to life. Pursuant to Montgomery v. Louisiana, these offenders are entitled to a
sentencing rehearing to determine eligibility for parole. LPDB spends approximately $130,000 on the contract with the
Capital Appeals Project. Upon the passage of the proposed legislation, LPDB would no longer need to provide representation
to these two groups of defendants as they would all immediately be eligible for parole due to its retroactive and prospective
application; thus, resulting in $978,000 in reduced costs.

There will be an indeterminable decrease in SGF expenditures for the Department of Public Safety & Corrections -
Corrections Services (DPS&C) as a result of the proposed law. Proposed legislation eliminates life without parole for persons
convicted of 1st degree murder, who were under 18 at the time of the commission of the offense. There will be a decrease in
expenditures to DPS&C to the extent an offender is granted parole under the proposed law, that was not eligible for parole
under current law. The exact fiscal impact is indeterminable as the granting of parole is at the discretion of the Committee
on Parole. However, any offender released from the custody of DPS&C decreases SGF expenditures $21.15 per day per
offender ($26.39 daily rate, less $5.24 for parole supervision per day) in adult local housing, and $7,720 annually per
offender. There will be a decrease in expenditures of $78 per day per offender ($83.23 daily rate, less $5.24 for parole
supervision per day) in a state facility, and $28,470 annually per offender.

Proposed law eliminates life imprisonment without the benefit of parole for juveniles. Repeals Code of Criminal Procedure
Article 878.1. Provides that if an offender was under the age of 18 at the time of the commission of 1st or 2nd degree
murder, the offender shall be punished by life imprisonment at hard labor without benefit of probation or suspension of
sentence.  Proposed law shall have retroactive and prospective application.

The proposed legislation will result in an indeterminable increase in self-generated revenue to the extent offenders convicted of 1st or 2nd degree murder,
who were under 18 at the time of the commission of the offense, are granted parole under the proposed law, and were not eligible for parole under current
law. The exact fiscal impact is indeterminable as the granting of parole is at the discretion of the Committee on Parole. However, for each offender that is
released on parole, the department collects up to $63 per month from each offender under parole supervision. It should be noted that the offender’s ability
and amount required to pay is determined by the Committee on Parole.
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