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There will be an indeterminable net impact in state expenditures as a result of the creation of the Medical Release Program within the
Department of Public Safety & Corrections - Corrections Services (DPS&C). Under the proposed program, there will be an increase in
Medicaid expenditures, which will be offset by a decrease in SGF expenditures for housing offenders. However, overall net impact will
depend on the number number of offenders released and the facility from which they were released.

There will be an indeterminable increase in Medicaid expenditures in the Louisiana Department of Health as a result of the creation of the
Medical Release Program. The program will expand the eligibility criteria for medical release in the Department of Public Safety &
Corrections, and LDH anticipates a significant number of individuals would be eligible for Medicaid. Offenders released, under this program,
would fall into one of two groups: High Need Medicaid Expansion at a cost of $1,390/per month or $16,680 annually, per offender; or
Provisional Medicaid at a cost of $1,666 per month or $19,992 annually, per offender.

There will be a decrease in SGF expenditures for the Department of Public Safety & Corrections - Corrections Services (DPS&C) to the
extent there is an increase in the number of offenders released under the proposed Medical Release Program. It is not known the number
of offenders who would be released under the program; therefore, the decrease in indeterminable. However, any offender released from
the custody of DPS&C decreases SGF expenditures $26.39 per day, or $9,632 annually, per offender in adult local housing. There will be a
decrease in expenditures of $83.23 per day, or $30,379 annually, per offender in a state correctional facility.

At the time of this writing, DPS&C had not responded to the LFO’s requests for additional information regarding medical expenses paid or
the number of anticipated applications under the proposed program.

For informational purposes: According to the HR 51 Task Force Report, between 2018 and 2021, 72 offenders were granted some form of
medical release: 32 granted compassionate release; 22 medical parole; and 18 medical treatment furlough. During the same time period,
54 people were denied release.

Proposed law renames the medical parole program the Medical Release Program and establishes new guidelines. Offenders
may be eligible for release under this program in addition to any other parole for which they may be eligible. Offenders who
are completely disabled, dementia patients, irreversibly ill, or who have limited mobility shall be eligible for consideration for
release under the proposed program. Creates the committee on medical release who shall have the sole authority to release
an offender under the program. Removes the restriction that medical parole shall not be available to any offender serving a
sentence for a conviction of first degree murder, second degree murder, or an offender who is awaiting execution.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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