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According to the Department of Natural Resources, there would be increased costs to the Office of Coastal Management
(OCM) to incorporate the required EIS into the Coastal Use Permit (CUP) application process specifically for these locations.
The actual number of applications that might fall into this category is not known, but OCM estimates 5 permits would be a
reasonable approximation. The cost to conduct the EIS would be the responsibility of the OCM, as it does not have authority
in federal law or state statute to charge a fee for this service. Estimates on the costs provided by the department are $1.8 M
per application to conduct an EIS which meets National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) standards.

The EIS would become part of the application file and factored into the CUP application review. Any added staff time to
review the additional information would be absorbed in the routine application process; however, there could be added costs
if advanced staff training on evaluating a NEPA compliant EIS is needed, or should OCM contract these services out to a
private professional.

If the proposed bill is enacted, OCM would also be required to ask for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association
(NOAA) to approve the new requirements as part of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972.

Proposed law requires that any Coastal Use Permit application which seeks to construct a Class VI injection well for carbon
dioxide sequestration or install pipelines used in transporting carbon dioxide for sequestration on or beneath Lake Maurepas
or the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area shall include an environmental impact statement (EIS) meeting federal
guidelines.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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Requires an environmental impact statement as part of the coastal use permit application process for certain uses of Lake
Maurepas and the Maurepas Swamp Wildlife Management Area
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