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The Louisiana Department of Education (LDE) and local schools could see an increase or decrease in expenditures due to the
proposed legislation. LDE reports the state has a current contract with American College Testing (ACT) to provide WorkKeys
and ACT assessments to students in Louisiana. The annual cost per assessment is as follows:

Assessment 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026
WorkKeys  $12.00 $12.50 $13.00
ACT $38.25 $39.00 $39.75

The state currently pays for all grade 11 students to take the ACT for the first time and grade 11 Jump Start Pathways
(career diploma) students to take WorkKeys for the first time. In addition, the state pays for grade 12 students who did not
take the ACT in grade 11 to take the assessment. As a part of the contract, schools cover the cost for students who choose
to sit for either assessment additional times. The state could see a decrease in expenditures as career diploma students
would be required only to take WorkKeys, rather than the more expensive ACT. The total impact of the proposed legislation
is indeterminable as a student on the career diploma track could still opt to take the ACT, which would come at an additional
cost to schools.

Public and charter local education agencies (LEAs) have a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with LDE concerning
payment for additional ACT and WorkKeys assessments. The current MOU requires LEAs to calculate the total estimated cost
of additional ACT and WorkKeys assessments and to then prepay LDE 75% of those costs. A final reconciliation invoice is
then sent to LEAs indicating either a refund for overpayment or request for payment of any remaining balance. Proposed
legislation also codifies current administrative rule which requires students on a regular diploma track to take the ACT, but
goes a step further by permitting them to take WorkKeys if requested by a parent or legal guardian. Effectively, this
codification should have no effect on state expenditures, but schools may see an increase if these students opt to take
WorkKeys in addition to the required ACT.

Proposed legislation requires students pursuing a career diploma to take the WorkKeys test, with the option to take the ACT
upon the request of a parent or legal guardian, and conversely requires students pursuing a regular diploma to take the ACT,
with the option to take the WorkKeys test upon the request of a parent or legal guardian. Present law requires the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to develop an equivalency system for the ACT and WorkKeys tests and to use a
student’s highest score for purposes of the school and district accountability system. Proposed legislation would have this
system apply to both students pursuing a career diploma and students pursuing a regular diploma.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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