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Present law sets the required ACT composite test score to qualify for a TOPS-Tech Award at seventeen (17) or higher.
Proposed law changes the required composite score to at least fifteen (15) or higher beginning with the high school
graduating class of 2022-23.

The proposed bill will increase costs resulting from additional students qualifying for and accepting TOPS-Tech awards. Based
on the number of students with an ACT composite score of 15 and 16 and the average acceptance rate for TOPS-Tech
awards over the prior three years, expanding the eligibility could increase costs by as much as $1.8 M in FY 24 and
subsequently by $3.6 M in FY 25 and beyond. Actual costs are indeterminable and will depend primarily on the level of new
student participation. The calculation below was used to determine the average annual cost increase:

Historical Data:
  HS Graduation Year 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 3-year Average
  Students with 15-16 ACT Score          3,460            3,394            2,787           3,214
  TOPS-Tech Acceptance Rate 22.7% 23.1% 18.3% 21.4%

Proposed Law Simulated:
  Potential New Awards 785 784 510 693
  Total Cost (Avg. $2,666) $2,093,930 $2,090,181 $1,359,716 $1,847,942

The proposed legislation will have an indeterminable impact on public postsecondary institutions’ self-generated revenue.
Expanding the eligibility for these awards could increase the number of students enrolled at institutions with approved
technical programs of study. This would in turn impact SGR at those respective institutions.
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