
DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services.  It constitutes no part of the
legislative instrument.  The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute part of the law
or proof or indicia of legislative intent.  [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 211 Reengrossed 2023 Regular Session Jordan

Abstract:  Prohibits the use of slavery and involuntary servitude but provides that the prohibition
of involuntary servitude shall not prohibit work requirements for duly convicted inmates.

Present constitution provides that slavery and involuntary servitude are prohibited, except in the case
of involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime.

Proposed constitutional amendment provides that slavery and involuntary servitude are forever
prohibited.

Proposed constitutional amendment removes the exception allowing for the use of involuntary
servitude as punishment for a crime.

Proposed constitutional amendment provides that the prohibition of involuntary servitude shall not
prohibit an inmate from being required to work when the inmate has been duly convicted of a crime.

Provides for submission of the proposed amendment to the voters at the statewide election to be held
Oct. 14, 2023.

(Amends Const. Art. I, §3)

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

The Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Civil Law and Procedure to the
original bill:

1. Provide that the prohibition of involuntary servitude shall not prohibit an inmate from
being required to work.

2. Change ballot language.

3. Make technical changes.


