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DIGEST
SB 9 Engrossed 2024 First Extraordinary Session Miguez

Present law provides definitions for terms used in the Election Code. 

Proposed law adds a definition for "ranked-choice voting" and "instant runoff voting". Provides that
such terms will mean a method of nominating or electing one or more candidates to an office when:

(1) Voters rank candidates on the ballot in order of preference.

(2) Tabulation proceeds in rounds such that in each round, one or more candidates are nominated
or elected, or a last-place candidate is defeated.

(3) Votes are transferred from nominated, elected, or defeated candidates to the voter's next-
ranked candidate or candidates in order of preference.

(4) Tabulation ends when a candidate receives the majority of the votes cast or when the number
of candidates nominated or elected equals the number of offices to be filled, as applicable.

Proposed law further defines that "ranked-choice voting" and "instant runoff voting" does not mean
a method of nominating or electing one or more candidates to an office via absentee voting by
military and overseas voters pursuant to the Uniformed and Overseas Voting Act. 

Proposed law prohibits the method of ranked-choice voting or instant runoff voting for determining
the election or nomination of any candidate to any state or federal elective office.

Present law (R.S. 18:532(B)(4)) regarding the establishment of precincts, requires that precincts have
300 registered voters within its geographic boundaries with certain exceptions.

Present law provides that on and after January 1, 1997, the parish governing authority will be
responsible for all election expenses incurred in any precinct which is not in compliance with present
law and the parish shall reimburse the state for any such costs.

Proposed law provides that on and after February 1, 2024, the parish governing authority shall be
responsible for all election expenses incurred in any precinct which uses a method of ranked-choice
or instant runoff voting as defined proposed law, and shall reimburse the state for any such costs.

Proposed law provides that on and after February 1, 2024, any municipality that determines to use
a method of ranked-choice or instant runoff voting, and who does not receive approval from the
parish governing authority for their election expenses, shall be responsible for all election expenses
incurred in any precinct which uses a method of ranked-choice or instant runoff voting and shall



reimburse the parish governing authority for any such costs

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Amends R.S. 18:1400.7; adds R.S. 18:2(6.1) and 405)

Summary of Amendments Adopted by Senate

Committee Amendments Proposed by Senate Committee on Senate and Governmental
Affairs to the original bill

1. Make technical changes.

2. Add limitation to definition of "ranked-choice voting" and "instant runoff voting"
regarding the Uniformed and Overseas Voting Act.


