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There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.
Proposed legislation creates an appeals process in the event that a public school governing authority opposes a plan
designed by a behavioral health provider. The governing authority may opt to provide a written report explaining its
opposition and propose an alternative plan. If the behavioral health provider then chooses to amend their original plan, the
student’s parent is given the option to choose which version of the plan they want implemented.

Proposed legislation prohibits a governing authority from hindering implementation of the parent-selected plan and allows
for a process by which the parent may file a written complaint to the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) if the
governing authority does so. LDOE will then notify the superintendent of the governing authority of receipt of the complaint
and require a response within 30 days that provides evidence the plan is being implemented as approved by the parent.
LDOE then has 14 days to determine if the evidence provided is sufficient and demonstrates the governing authority is in
compliance with the proposed plan. If the evidence is deemed insufficient, the governing authority has 30 days to implement
the parent approved plan. LDOE reports any increase in complaints received by the department as a result of
proposed legislation can be managed within existing processes by existing staff, at no additional cost. Local
schools are not anticipated to realize an increase in expenditures as a result of the creation of an appeals
process.

Proposed law specifies that behavioral health services provided to public school students must be medically necessary,
authorized by an independent third party payor, and may be provided during any part of the school day. Exempts providers
who are licensed, certified, or registered by the Louisiana Behavior Analyst Board and provide documentation of having
passed a criminal background check with State Police in the previous year from passing a new check. Present law does not
allow an authority to prohibit a behavioral health evaluation, assessment, or authorized treatment plan from being
performed on school property. Proposed law creates a procedure for grievances and appeals in instances when a public
school governing authority disagrees with a behavioral health provider's evaluation, assessment, or proposed treatment
plan. Requires the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) to promulgate rules to implement the provisions of
present law and proposed law.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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