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Current law authorizes the secretary of the Department of Conservation and Energy (C&E) to issue certificates of public
convenience and necessity to carbon dioxide transporters and certificates of completion of injection operations to operators
that meet applicable requirements following notice and opportunity for a public hearing.

Proposed law retains current law but requires that a public hearing be conducted to receive public comments in affected
parishes prior to the issuance of any order, permit, or certificate related to carbon dioxide sequestration. Proposed law
further requires that a public hearing be held in every parish where a pipeline for the transport of carbon dioxide is proposed
to be constructed.

Effective August 1, 2026.

The Department of Conservation and Energy (C&E) reports that proposed law will result in an indeterminable increase in
expenditures out of either the Mineral and Energy Operation Funds or the Carbon Dioxide Geologic Storage Trust Fund
associated with conducting public hearings in parishes where proposed carbon dioxide pipeline projects are located. The
fiscal impact will depend on the number of pipeline certificate applications and the number of parishes involved. For pipelines
crossing multiple parish boundaries, C&E may be required to conduct multiple hearings for a single project. Additional
expenditures may include staff travel, court reporter travel and services, facility rental costs, and potential staff overtime.

C&E reports that the current $755 application fee per project, intended to cover hearings conducted in Baton Rouge, may
not be sufficient to fully cover the costs of hearings held in other parishes. These fees are currently deposited into the
Carbon Dioxide Geologic Storage Trust Fund.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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