DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part of the
legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute part of the law
or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

HB 359 Engrossed 2026 Regular Session Beaullieu

Abstract: Provides relative to the death of a candidate who is not affiliated with a major political
party after the close of the qualifying period.

Present law provides for qualifying for the general election for a party primary office for candidates
not affiliated with a major political party. Provides for who is allowed to sign the nominating
petition for a candidate not affiliated with a major political party.

Proposed law retains present law.

Proposed law provides that if a person qualifies as a candidate pursuant to present law and
subsequently dies after the close of the qualifying period, the candidate's name shall not be printed
on the general election ballot. Provides that if the deceased candidate's name is printed on the ballot,
any votes received for the deceased candidate shall be void and shall not be counted for any purpose.

(Adds R.S. 18:410.8(C))



