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Expansion of eligibility for the Reading Enrichment and Academic Deliverables (R.E.A.D.) Program is anticipated to result in increased
program enrollment and increase program costs by an estimated $2.6 M per year.

Proposed legislation expands eligibility for the program to include students enrolled in a public elementary school that received a “D” or “F”
performance grade in the most recent school year. Based on the 2024 School Performance Scores this would include an estimated 49,098
prekindergarten through fifth grade students. LDOE contracts with Scholastic to provide eight books to enrolled students at a total cost of
$52 per student, or $6.50 per book. Assuming the program continues to provide eight books to newly qualified students, expenditures
would be expected to increase by $2.6 M (49,098 students x $52 = $2.6 M). It is unknown how many of the estimated affected students
are currently program participants, but to the extent they are, the estimated cost of books provided will be lower.

The legislation additionally requires the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) to ensure quarterly shipments of books for these
students are sent directly to their schools ensuring the books, along with supplemental family literacy resources developed by the
department, are distributed to each student in prekindergarten through fifth grade. LDOE contracts with Scholastic for the purchase and
distribution of program books and does not anticipate any increase in administrative costs associated with direct to school shipments.

Act 447 of the 2023 RS created the R.E.A.D. Fund as a special fund in the state treasury and directed LDOE to use monies, as
appropriated from the fund by the legislature, for the administration and implementation of the R.E.A.D. Program. In FY 26, the total
balance of the fund, $1 M, was appropriated to the program. LDOE reports they expect to expend the full amount prior to the end of the
FY. However, if the total appropriation is not expended by the end of FY 26, those monies will remain in the fund and be available for
future appropriation to the program. An additional appropriation of SGF to the statutorily dedicated R.E.A.D. Fund, with a corresponding
legislative appropriation from the fund to the R.E.A.D. Program will be required for program continuance.

Note: The FY 27 executive budget does not contain an appropriation for the R.E.A.D Fund or R.E.A.D. Program.

Proposed legislation expands eligibility for the Reading Enrichment and Academic Deliverables (R.E.A.D.) Program to include all students in
prekindergarten through fifth grade who attend a school that received a “D” or “F” grade in the previous school year. The legislation
additionally requires the Louisiana Department of Education (LDOE) to ensure quarterly shipments of books for these students, along with
family literacy resources developed by the department, are sent directly to the schools they attend.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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