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Present law establishes the “Identification of Hearing Loss in Infants Law”, provides definitions, creates a bill of rights for
children who are hard of hearing, outlines procedures for the identification of hearing loss in infants, and establishes a 14-
member advisory council, including a chair and vice chair as officers.
Proposed law renames present law as the “Newborn Hearing Screening Law,” updates terminology within the bill of rights,
and revises and adds definitions. It further updates provisions to provide for early detection and intervention for children
who are deaf or hard of hearing. Additionally, the proposed law expands the advisory council from 14 to 21 members, adds a
secretary as an officer, and authorizes members to be reimbursed for travel and related expenses in accordance with the
Division of Administration’s travel regulations. It also revises the powers, duties, and functions of the council.

Effective August 1, 2026.

Proposed law will result in an indeterminable but minimal annual increase in travel-related expenditures associated with
provisions authorizing reimbursement for actual travel and related expenses incurred by advisory council members in the
performance of official duties, in accordance with the travel regulations of the Division of Administration.

Information provided by the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) indicates an estimated $1,515 in Federal expenditures
annually for travel reimbursements associated with two staff advisory council members attending mandated in-person
quarterly meetings. These expenditures are typically supported through federal funding sources, including the Early Hearing
Detection and Intervention Program, the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), and Title V Maternal and Child Health Block Grant funds. NOTE: Proposed law seems to
indicate that all advisory council members shall now be eligible for actual travel and other expenses occurred in the
performance of their duties, which may increase estimated expenditures (assumed to be paid from Federal) beyond the
initial estimate provided by LDH.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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