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DIGEST

The digest printed below was prepared by House Legislative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legislative instrument. The keyword, one-liner, abstract, and digest do not constitute
part of the law or proof or indicia of legislative intent. [R.S. 1:13(B) and 24:177(E)]

SB 97 Engrossed 2026 Regular Session Morris

Present constitution allows a defendant in a noncapital felony criminal case to knowingly,
intelligently, and irrevocably waive his right to a trial by jury no later than 45 days prior to
the trial date.

Proposed constitutional amendment provides that a defendant in a noncapital felony case
may not waive his right to a trial by jury unless the prosecuting authority provides written
consent.

Specifies submission of the amendment to the voters at the statewide election to be held on
April 17,2027, as authorized by law.

(Amends Const. Art. I, Sec. 17(A))

Summary of Amendments Adopted by House

The Committee Amendments Proposed by House Committee on Civil Law and
Procedure to the engrossed bill:

1. Change the ballot language.
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