
The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part of the
legislative instrument, were prepared by David Smith.

DIGEST

Present law provides that no more than 42 charters may be entered into by all chartering
authorities.

Proposed law deletes such requirement.

Present law authorizes local school boards to enter into any charter it finds valid, complete,
financially well-structured, and educationally sound after meeting all requirements of law
provided such charter activity shall be reported by the local school board to the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education not less than two business days following the event.
However, if at any time prior to December first of each chartering period, the number of such
charters would result in a total of 42 charters having been entered into, the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education shall notify all local school boards and no more chartering
shall be permitted.

Proposed law would remove the limit placed on chartering by local school boards.

Present law authorizes BESE to approve applications for charters as it has determined acceptable
from May first through January 31st of each year until the limit of 42 is reached. 

Proposed law removes the limit placed on BESE to approve charter schools.

Present law requires a charter school to begin operation by not later than 24 months after the final
approval of the charter, unless such charter school is engaged in desegregation compliance issues
and therefore must begin operation by not later than 36 months. If such operation does not occur,
the charter for that school shall be automatically revoked although a new charter may be
proposed if the limit on the total number of charter schools allowed in the state has not been
reached.

Proposed law eliminates the reference to a limit on the total number of charters.

Present law provides that any proposal submitted but not approved by either the local school
board or BESE may be resubmitted to either board during the same approval cycle after
significant revision. However, if a proposal is not approved by the local school board and then
also not approved by the state board within the same approval cycle, then the proposal shall be
submitted to the local school board for their consideration during the next approval cycle prior to
being submitted to the state board.



Proposed law retains present law.

Present law provides that a charter school, once approved, may begin operation only in July,
August, or September of a given year; however, such school shall not begin operation sooner
than eight months after such approval is granted.

Proposed law retains present law. 

(Amends R.S. 17:3983(A)(4))


