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SLS 14RS-443 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2014
SENATE BILL NO. 308

BY SENATOR CROWE

CHILDREN. Providesrelative to the fundamental rights of parents. (2/3 - CA13d(A))

A JOINT RESOLUTION
Proposing to add Article I, Section 28 of the Constitution of Louisiana, relative to the
recognition of the fundamental rights of parents; to recognize the right of parentsto
direct the upbringing of their children; to provide for parental responsibilities; to
provide for construction of provisions; and to specify an election for submission of
the proposition to electors and provide a ballot proposition.

Section 1. Beit resolved by the L egislature of Louisiana, two-thirds of the members
€l ected to each house concurring, that there shall be submitted to the el ectors of the state, for
their approval or rejection in the manner provided by law, a proposal to add Article I,
Section 28 of the Constitution of Louisiana, to read as follows:

§28. Fundamental rights of parents

A. Thepeopleof L ouisiana recognize the fundamental right of parents

to direct the upbringing of their children.

B. Thepeopleof L ouisianar ecognizethefamily asthemost fundamental

unit of human society; that preservingfamiliesisessential to afreesociety; that

the relationship between parent and child is preeminent in establishing and

maintaining the well-being of the child; that parentshavetheresponsibility for
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providing the basic necessities of life as well as love and affection to their

children; that parents have the paramount right to raise their children in

accordancewith their own valuesand tr aditions; that par ents should makethe

decisions regarding where and with whom the child shall reside, the

educational, moral, ethical, and religious training of the child, the medical,

psychiatric, surgical, and preventive health careof thechild, and thediscipline

of thechild; that children owetotheir parentsrespect, obedience, and affection;

that the role of the state in the family is limited and should only be asserted

when thereisaseriousthreat to the family, the parents, or the child; and that

extraordinary procedures established by law are meant to be used only when

reguired by necessity and then with duer espect for therightsof thepar ents, the

children, and theinstitution of the family.

C. Nothing herein shall beconstrued torequireacourttoreturn achild

toparentsif thechild hasbeen removed by a court of competent jurisdiction for

reasons of abuse or neglect committed by the par ent.

Section 2. Beit further resolved that this proposed amendment shall be submitted
to the electors of the state of Louisiana at the statewide election to be held on November 4,
2014.

Section 3. Beit further resolved that on the official ballot to be used at said election
there shall be printed a proposition, upon which the electors of the state shall be permitted
tovote YES or NO, to amend the Constitution of Louisiana, which proposition shall read as
follows:

Do you support an amendment to recogni ze the fundamental right of parents
to direct the upbringing of their children and that parents have the right to
direct and to make decisions regarding where and with whom the child shall
reside, the educational, moral, ethical, and religioustraining of the child, the
medical, psychiatric, surgical, and preventive health care of thechild, and the
discipline of the child? The proposed amendment is not to be interpreted to

require a child to be returned to a parent if the child has been removed by a
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court of competent jurisdiction from the parent for reasons of abuse or
neglect committed by the parent.

(Adds Article, Section 28)

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Carla S. Roberts.

DIGEST
Crowe (SB 308)

Proposed constitutional amendment provides that the people of Louisiana recognize the
fundamental rights of parentsto direct the upbringing of their children and that parents have
the right to direct and to make decisions regarding where and with whom the child shall
reside, the educational, moral, ethical, and religious training of the child, the medical,
psychiatric, surgical, and preventive health care of the child, and the discipline of the child.

Proposed constitutional amendment provides that the proposed constitutional amendment
shall not be interpreted to require a child to be returned to a parent if the child has been
removed by a court of competent jurisdiction for reasons of abuse or neglect committed by
the parent.

Specifies submission of the amendment to the voters at the statewide election to be held on
November 4, 2014.

(AddsArt. 1, Sec. 28)
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