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Fiscal Note

Present law requires a saltwater fishing license in order to fish for saltwater fish in Louisiana. Provides for a $5.50 fee for
purchase of such license for residents and $30 for nonresidents.

Proposed law provides for an additional fee of $7.50 for residents purchasing a saltwater license between June 1, 2014 and
May 31, 2018. Provides that the revenues from such additional fee be credited to the Saltwater Fish Research and
Conservation Fund. Creates such fund and provides that the revenues deposited into the fund be used by the Office of
Fisheries of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries for data collection and management of recreational saltwater fish
species.

Effective June 1, 2014.

The proposed legislation will result in an increase in programming costs of approximately $3,600 in FY 15 to adjust the fees
in the electronic licensing system and FY 18 to suspend the fee. The department’s existing vendor currently charges
approximately $90 per hour for programming and the department estimates approximately 40 hours of work is necessary to
make these changes (40 hours x $90 = $3,600). The Legislative Fiscal Office believes that any additional IT work associated
with this legislation will be incremental in nature, and that the department can potentially accomplish these tasks utilizing
existing resources and budget authority. To the extent that numerous pieces of legislation are enacted that require
additional programming efforts, the department may require additional resources.

The proposed legislation will increase revenues to the Conservation Fund for the next four fiscal years. Based on the average
license sales over the last three fiscal years and assuming the number of license holders remains constant, the estimated
revenue increase would be $1,988,273 (265,103 licenses x $7.50) from FY 15 to FY 18. Because the effective date of the
legislation is June 1, 2014, it is possible that revenues in FY 14 will increase by a nominal amount.

The revenue generated would be placed into a special account designated as the Saltwater Fish Research and Conservation
Fund within the Conservation Fund to be used by the Office of Fisheries for data collection and management and conservation
of recreational saltwater fish species.
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