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SENATE BILL NO. 585

BY SENATOR MILLS

AN ACT

To enact R.S. 30:4(N), relative to solution-mined cavern permits; to require public notice
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for certain solution-mined cavern permitsin IberiaParish; to requireapublic hearing
for permits to drill, expand, operate, or convert certain solution-mined caverns; to
provide terms, conditions, and requirements; and to provide for related matters.

Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 30:4(N) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

84. Jurisdiction, duties, and powers of the assistant secretary; rules and regulations

* * *

N.(1) No permit to drill or operate a new solution-mined cavern, or

expand or convert an existing solution-mined cavern in Iberia Parish may be

issued until after apublichearingisheld noearlier than August 15, 2015, on the

application for the permit. The commissioner shall promulgate rules and

regulationsto providefor such public hearingsand shall fix thedate, time, and

placetherefor. Theoperator or owner, prior tosuch apublichearing, shall give

public notice on three separ ate days within a period of thirty daysprior tothe

public hearing, with at least five days between each publication notice, both in

the official state journal and in the official journal of the parish in which the

well isto belocated.

(2) At least thirty days prior to such public hearing on a permit to

expand or convert an existing solution-mined cavern or todrill and operate a

new solution-mined cavern in Iberia Parish, the per mit applicant shall submit

areport tothe commissioner of conservation, to Save L ake Peigneur, Inc., and

tothegoverning authority of IberiaParish. Thereport shall provideabaseline

analysisof groundwater levelsand salt content in thenear by groundwater wells

that can beaccessed for such analysis; aplan tomonitor groundwater levelsand
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salt water content for the duration of the activity for the creation of cavern

storage should a permit be granted; a geologic analysis by a qualified third

party geologist that examinestheintegrity of the salt dome; and the results of

an analysis of testing that attemptsto deter mine the sour ce and composition of

intermittent foaming or bubbling appearingin L ake Peigneur.

(3) No permit to expand or convert an existing solution-mined cavern

or todrill and operate a new solution-mined cavern in lberia Parish shall be

issued prior to January 31, 2016.

(4) The provisions of this Subsection shall not apply to any activity or

operation related to safety, maintenance, inspection, testing or regulatory

compliance, when necessary, or when required by requlators.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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