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Fiscal Note

Proposed law provides an exception to present law regarding polls closing at 8 PM on election day in the event the polls are
delayed from opening or voting is interrupted for longer than 15 minutes. Proposed law provides that the parish boards of
election supervisors shall order an extension of poll closing times equal to the number of minutes voting was interrupted and
alert voters of the extension through all means necessary if one is ordered. Proposed law also provides that a polling place
shall not be considered open unless voting is able to take place. Proposed law further provides that voting does not terminate
at 8 PM, but rather when all voters at a polling place have voted. 

The proposed legislation may cause an increase in state general fund and local expenditures by an indeterminable amount.
The Secretary of State would be liable to reimburse parish boards of election supervisors at a rate of $50 per member for
emergency meetings in the event voting has been interrupted for 15 minutes or more, as well as public service
announcements in local media to alert voters of the extension of poll times.

The proposed legislation may also increase direct and indirect costs for Secretary of State staff, poll commissioners,
commissioners-in-charge, registrars of voters employees, and clerks of court employees. Clerks of court employees represent
the only local costs which may be increased. Due to the increase of expenditures only occurring in the event polls close for 15
minutes or more, the actual increase in expenditures pursuant to the proposed legislation cannot be determined.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.
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