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The proposed legislation will increase state general fund expenditures for the LA Department of Agriculture & Forestry
(LDAF). This bill requires LDAF to design, create, and maintain a new, publicly-accessible online database for the LA Farm to
School Program containing information on schools and farmers interested and able to partake in the program. LDAF
anticipates the need for 1 additional T.O. position for IT support to create and maintain the database at a cost of $46,200
annually. Anticipated first year development costs, including development of software and hardware purchases for the
database, total $72,000. LDAF estimates that maintenance expenses beyond the first year total will be $12,000. Based upon
these estimates, the program carries an expenditure increase of $118,200 in FY 16 and $58,200 in subsequent years.

The LA Department of Education (LDOE) does not anticipate an expenditure impact related to implementing the proposed
legislation. However, should LDOE participate in the LA Farm to School Program, it may realize an annual increase in
expenditures up to the Federal Small Purchase Threshold defined in 41 U.S.C. 403(11) related to purchasing commodities
directly from farmers for use in school lunches statewide. The superintendent of education or his designee will be responsible
for determining purchases through a bid process and must report them to the school governing authority in a public forum.

Proposed law creates the Louisiana Farm to School Program and establishes a publicly-accessible database for information on 
schools and farmers interested in participating in the program to be maintained by the LA Department of Agriculture and
Forestry.

Proposed law allows the LA Department of Education to purchase commodities from farmers for use in school lunches
through a bid process up to the Federal Small Purchase Threshold outlined in 41 U.S.C. 403(11) .

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. 
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