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Current law provides for the distribution of MFP funds to charter schools in an amount equal to the per pupil amount provided
in the MFP.  Proposed legislation would reduce the per pupil amount provided to a virtual charter school to be equal to 50%
of the state and 50% of the local portion of the MFP amount for the district in which the student resides or the virtual school
is located, whichever is lower.  The remaining 50% shall be provided to the school district in which the student resides.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental expenditures as a result of this measure.  The amount of the
overall MFP distribution will not change. However, there will be a change in the amount received by selected school districts
associated with the redistribution of funding for the three virtual charter schools in the state.

There will be an increase in MFP funding to local school districts as a result of the redistribution of 50% of the per pupil
funding for students enrolled in virtual charter schools.

The Virtual Academy of Lafourche (VAL) is a Type 1 charter authorized by the Lafourche Parish School Board (LPSB).  Funds
for these students are distributed to LPSB and allocated per the MFP formula for Charter schools.  However, LPSB has the
discretion to allocate funding to the VAL if it chooses.  According to the LPSB, the VAL provides necessary instruction to
students in the district and as such, the current funding level would be maintained, thus the proposed legislation will have no
impact on either the charter or the school district. 

The LA Connections Academy (LCA) and the LA Virtual Charter Academy (LVCA) are both located in E. Baton Rouge parish.
These are Type 2 charters authorized by BESE and are funded directly through the MFP.   The FY 16 MFP allocates funding for
3,713 students from 69 school districts to LCA (1,798 students) for a total of $15.6 M ($8.1 M state and $7.5 M local share)
and to LVCA (1,915 students) for a total of $16.6 M ($8.9 M state and $7.7 M local share).  As a result of this bill, a 50%
reduction to the two virtual schools would equate to $16.1 M and a like amount would be redistributed to 69 local school
districts.

Note: under the current MFP allocation, virtual schools are only funded at 90% of costs.
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