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Fiscal Note

Current law requires that the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) create a comprehensive and integrated
network to manage and oversee all early childhood care and and educational service programs funded. To facilitate the
network, BESE shall create a uniform assessment and accountability system for publicly funded programs that includes a
letter grade indicative of student performance. Current law requires BESE to designate the 2015-2016 school year as an
academic learning year in which a three-level rating system, not to be based on letter grades nor used for consequences,
shall be used to create practice performance profiles for publicly funded sites and community networks. Proposed legislation
extends this through 2016-2017 school year. Requires a written report be submitted to House and Senate Education
Committees no later than 45 days prior to the 2017 Regular Session and provides for contents of the report. Effective upon
governor's signature.

There is no anticipated impact as a result of this legislation for FY 17. However, there may be an indeterminable impact to
expenditures beginning FY 18. While the level of expenditures may remain the same, the distribution of funds to providers
could change. Programs are funded with a mix of state and federal funds, with the majority of funding from the Child Care
and Development Fund block grant (CCDF). Act 3 of 2012 required BESE to create an early childhood care and education
network to manage and oversee all publicly funded programs that serve children from birth to age 5, and to align and raise
standards across all programs including early learning centers, the Cecil J. Picard LA4 Early Childhood Program, the Child
Care Development Fund Block Grant (CCDF) (Child Care Assistance Program), Early Head Start and Head Start.

Impacts for the transition from the current Quality Star rating system to a letter grade rating system are indeterminable as
the DOE has not yet promulgated rules for the replacement of the Quality Star Rating Program which will terminate on June
30, 2017.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure. 
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Provides relative to the implementation of the assessment and accountability system for publicly funded early childhood
education programs. (gov sig)
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Evan Brasseaux
Staff Director

Dual Referral RulesSenate House
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