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Fiscal Note

Proposed law authorizes the State Plumbing Board (Board) to test and license any person engaged in installation, repair,
improvement, alterations or removal of natural gas as a gas fitter or master gas fitter; as well as regulate any business
entity engaged in gas fitting for the general public. Proposed law imposes specified duties on the Board in licensing of gas
fitters and master gas fitters. Proposed law shall not supersede the authority of the State Licensing Board for Contractors or
the LA Liquefied Petroleum Gas Commission. Proposed law authorizes the board to promulgate rules and regulations related
to gas fitting, and those rules and regulations shall preempt any conflicting local laws and any municipal or other local
regulatory examination authority. Proposed law prohibits municipalities and other local regulatory authorities from requiring a
local gas fitter’s license. Proposed law prohibits any person from performing gas fitter or a master gas fitter work unless they
possess a license by the Board.  Effective 01/01/2017.

This proposed legislation may result in an indeterminable increase in the workload and costs in FY 17 within the State
Plumbing Board of LA (Board) as a result of developing an examination as well as any other tests of qualifications required to
issue gas fitter licenses. The proposed legislation requires the Board to test and license gas fitters and master gas fitters as
well as regulate businesses that engage in natural gas fitting services. Presently, gas fitting services are not subject to
license or regulation. It is indeterminable as to how many individuals will be licensed or how many businesses will be
regulated under this measure. However, if the number of individuals seeking gas fitter licenses cannot be absorbed within
the workload of existing staff, an addition position would be required at a cost of $58,538 for salaries and related benefits.

Proposed legislation will result in an indeterminable increase in fees and self-generated revenues for the State Plumbing
Board. Under the proposed legislation, the Board is required to impose the same license fees and charges on gas fitters that
is imposed on journeyman plumbers. The following license fees and charges are currently imposed on journeyman
plumbers: a temporary permit fee of $75; a examination fee of $125; an initial licensing fee of $40; and a renewal fee of
$40. It is speculative as the number of individuals that will seek a gas fitter or master gas fitter license; therefore, the
amount of licensing fee revenue is indeterminable.
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