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Fiscal Note

Purpose of Bill: This bill reduces the maximum sales and use tax that the West Ascension Parish Hospital Service District
may levy from 0.50% to 0.25%, subject to approval by voters of the district.

This bill may increase the expenditures of the West Ascension Parish Hospital Service District up to
approximately $15,600 for election costs related to obtaining voter approval to reduce the sales tax.

An official with the Louisiana Secretary of State's Office indicated that the cost of the election to the Hospital cannot be
determined until the election date is set and other ballot items are known. If the proposition is held on a municipal date with
no other items on the ballot, the Hospital will pay 100% of the cost (approximately $15,600). If the proposition is placed on
the ballot on the date of a congressional election, the Hospital will pay no more than 25% of the cost (approximately
$3,900).

This bill may decrease the revenue of the West Ascension Parish Hospital Service District by up to approximately
$1.2 million annually due to a reduction of the sales tax rate. An official with the Ascension Parish Sales and Use Tax
Authority indicated that this bill may decrease revenues of the Hospital by approximately $1.2 million annually. This $1.2
million decrease is based on this official’s estimates that future sales tax collections for the Hospital at current sales tax rates
will be approximately $2.4 million, and the Hospital will lose half of this revenue due to the reduction of the tax rate. This
official based estimates on increased economic activity that is expected to occur in the area as a result of the recently
expanded fertilizer plant selling more fertilizer and hiring more people who will then spend money in the area.

However, it should be noted that an official with the Hospital expects the revenue decrease for the Hospital to be $434,500.

Note: House Bill 57 of the 2017 Regular Session provides for a 0.25% sales tax for the West Ascension Parish Recreation
Facilities District contingent, in part, on the Hospital’s sales tax rate being reduced by 0.25% as provided for in this bill.
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Michael G. Battle
Manager, Advisory Services
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